IN  RUSSIA
particularly in view of the quotation from the Chemistry
syllabus, would be anti-religious propaganda. From
discussions with teachers about this, I have the impression
that the tendency Is not to ridicule the religious point of
view, as was formerly the custom, but to show that it is
inferior to, and inconsistent; with, the point of view of
dialectical materialism. An interesting statement on this
policy was published in a newspaper in 1944:—
 *	By giving a correct scientific understanding of the
essence of the phenomena of nature and human society, the
school must dispel the prejudices and superstition of
children who are still under the influence of such things.
It is no use concealing the fact that among teachers there
are people, a small number it is true, who have recently
begun to show great tolerance towards religion.   Cases of
the observance of religious ceremonies by teachers have
even increased somewhat.   Our party's attitude toward
religion is well known and has not changed.   Our party
fights against religious prejudices because it stands for
science,  whilst  religious  prejudices  go  against  science,
since all religion is contrary to science.
 *	By what means does our party fight against religion?
M. I. Kalinin gave a good answer to this question in his
talk to front-line agitators in 1943.   He said " We do not
persecute anyone for religion.   We regard it as an error
and fight it with enlightenment."   In conformity with the '
requirements of our party care must be taken to avoid any
offence to the feelings of believers, which only leads to a
strengthening of religious fanaticism.   It is very regrettable
that some of our educationists have shown themselves
to be prisoners to religious errors.   This is naturally a
direct consequence of slack work in the political education
of teachers.'1
No sketch of the curriculum is complete without mention
of military training.   From 1943 to 1946 this began in the
lowest class and continued to the highest, and it occupied more
1 Kom. Pravda, 16.9.44.   Article by Suslov.

